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Introduction and Vision 
 
Currie is an unincorporated community located in western Pender County, North Carolina, approximately 18 miles from Downtown Wilmington.  
Though a wide range of opinions exist on the unofficial boundaries of Currie, they are generally considered to be within an area bounded by 
Atkinson to the north, New Hanover County to the south, the Black River and Moores Creek to the west, and US Highway 421 to the east.  A 
defined study area was agreed upon by the Currie Small Area Plan Steering Committee for the analysis and goals produced in this document.   
 
/ǳǊǊƛŜ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ƛǘǎΩ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ ǳnique cultural and historical heritage, and relationship to the surrounding natural landscape.  Moores 
Creek National Battlefield, dedicated to commemorate the 1776 Battle of Moores Creek, serves as a focal point to the community and 
encompasses these attributes.   
 
The study area is predominantly comprised of low density single-family housing, agriculture, timber, or other natural areas with few local retail 
or service establishments.  It is easily accessible by several arterial or major thoroughfares, most notably US Highway 421 and NC Highway 210.   
 
With the completion of planned water and wastewater infrastructure along the US Highway 421 corridor, development is anticipated to move 
north from the industrial and commercial areas of New Hanover County.  Thus, it is important to create a vision which preserves and enhances 
the unique characteristics found in and around the study area.  A vision statement was drafted early in the planning process by the Steering 
Committee to define how Currie functions today as well as to provide a vision for future development. 
 

Currie is a rural community oriented around natural, cultural, and historic resources that seeks 
to preserve its unique character within Pender County. 
 
The vision for the Currie area is a clean, attractive, safe and accessible community which will 
continue to integrate new growth around the natural and rural landscape.  Significant emphasis 
should be placed on green spaces and recreational opportunities linked by walking, bicycling, 
hiking, and equestrian facilities.  Additional retail, public service, recreational, transportation, 
and utility opportunities are critical to the sustainability of the Currie area.  Future growth 
should preserve the rural character while incorporating green space and preservation of the 
natural and historic resources that are held valuable to area residents and visitors. 
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The 2010 Pender County Comprehensive Land Use Plan set goals and policies for 
three urbanizing areas of Pender County; however, this document is the first 
comprehensive, stand-alone Small Area Plan for a rural community in the 
County.   
 
This plan will analyze the existing conditions and history in the study area, 
followed by a set of goals developed to preserve and enhance those topics 
identified as unique and critical to the future vision of Currie.  Goals related to 
Utilities and Services, Land Use and Economic Development, Housing, 
Community Heritage and Sense of Place, Recreation, and Transportation were 
developed and refined using extensive stakeholder input via a community input 
survey, Steering Committee meetings, public workshops, and public hearings.   
 
Upon adoption, this Plan will be used in conjunction with the 2010 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan by stakeholders, county staff, appointed and 
elected officials, and other interested parties to ensure that development 
requests proceed in accordance with the goals and vision set forth by the Currie 
community.   
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As highlighted on the map above, Currie was an active 
stop on the original Cape Fear and Yadkin Railway line 

from Sanford to Wilmington
1. 

The Bell House, constructed in 1864, is an iconic 
historical landmark in the Currie community. 

History  
 
²ƘƛƭŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ /ǳǊǊƛŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƛǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿn and residents 

today. As recorded by local residents in 1994, Currie has always been known as a small town community with a strong agrarian past filled with 

spirited and cooperative residents. Long term residents have noted that the Currie community 

was, and is, marked by its people and values3.  
 

Farmsteads were settled in the Currie area as early as 1735. One of the first residents of the 

area was Elizabeth Moore, whose homestead along Moores Creek was the site of the first 

Revolutionary War Battle in North Carolina in 17764. Later descendants of Elizabeth Moore 

constructed the two story, plantation style, Bell House in 1864, which still remains today. 

Currie was officially named in 1888 by John H. Currie, Director of the Cape Fear and Yadkin 

Valley Railway, who was visiting the town with plans to expand a rail line from Fayetteville to 

Wilmington3. Over the next two years, the Cape Fear and Yadkin Valley Railway from Mount 

Airy to Wilmington was completed along with the construction of a depot in Currie. Similar to 

other smaller towns located along the line, Currie sprang to life1. In early 1890, visitors to the 

Currie community reported that the town was booming with the construction of six homes 

and plans for the construction of two more. Local farmers were able to profit from the rail line 

by providing freight including blueberries, strawberries, radishes, timber, and pulpwood4.  

 

The Currie population continued to grow with the railroad which resulted in large farms, 

stores, and a post office. The depot, located in eastern Currie, spurred development along the 

Ǌŀƛƭ ƭƛƴŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ǘƻǊŜΦ  Located across from the depot, the store sold 

canned goods, meat, farming supplies, hardware, and shoes2. In 1915, the Pender County 

School Board constructed the Lucas School for $1,200. The location of the Lucas School and 

the pristine Bell House became known as the center of town4Φ !ƭǎƻΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфнлΩǎ ǘƘŜ 

Currie Rosenwald School was constructed in the community for $1,900. This school was part of 

thousands constructed across the nation in rural communities and is one of ten in existence in 

Pender County5.   
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Currie continued to function as a 

successful agrarian community up until 

the twentieth century, even with the 

financial hardships the railway was facing 

due to over expansion. In 1899, faced with 

bankruptcy, the Cape Fear and Yadkin 

Valley Railway was sold to Atlantic Coast 

Line1. 

 

During the mid-twentieth century, with a 

struggling rail line and the national Great 

Depression, Currie was not able to grow 

into a prosperous community. Maps 

ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ 

Deeds office in 1940 showed future plans 

for Currie with the creation of 214 

buildable lots for homes and businesses. However, efforts to develop these properties never 

materialized2. Additionally, in 1949, Atlantic Sea Coast Line successfully petitioned the State Utilities 

Commission to close the depot in Currie. Both Currie and Wilmington residents and businesses 

provided notice opposing this request. Following the closing of the depot, the rail line was sold to Seaboard Coast Line in 1967. Immediately, 

many sections of the rail line, including a section from Roseboro to Wilmington, were abandoned as unprofitable1.  

 

In 1971, agaiƴǎǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ {ŜŀōƻŀǊŘ /ƻŀǎǘ [ƛƴŜ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ Ǌŀƛƭ ƭƛƴŜΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŀƎǊŀǊƛŀƴ ŜŎƻnomy 

was based on the rail line, Currie was negatively affected and struggled to develop. Local businesses that once lined Brinson Road, including 

²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ǘƻǊŜΣ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŎŀȅΦ hǘƘŜǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ wƛǾŜǊ {ŀǿƳƛƭƭ ƭƻŎŀted on  

Borough Road and the abandoned train depot, were destroyed aloƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ /ǳǊǊƛŜΩǎ ōƻƻƳƛƴƎ Ǉŀǎǘ2. 

 

Following the removal of the rail lines in Currie, the town did not see significant population or economic growth and remained as a very rural 

community. Still, during this time, Currie residents remained involved with the community and took part in local festivals including the Pender 

County Centennial Festival in 1975 at Moores Creek National Battlefield4. Small town values, community involvement, and cooperation are 

characteristics that have described the town for decades and are still present today.  

Maps recorded with the Pender County Register of Deeds office in 

1940 and 1957 reveal the original grid design of the community 

centered around the existing train depot.  
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Small Area Plan Development Process 
 
The Currie Small Area Plan process was conducted over the course of eleven months.  The planning process began with a resolution submitted to 

the Board of Commissioners on November 7, 2011. This resolution provided information outlining support for the creation of a small area plan 

based on the 2010-нлмн tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ [ŀƴŘ ¦ǎŜ tƭŀƴΣ 

which stated the need to develop small area plans for populated communities throughout the County.   

 

Following support from the Board of Commissioners, staff proceeded with a community outreach meeting in January 2012 to begin the planning 

process with the Currie community. Following this event, the process continued with the appointment of a ten member Steering Committee at 

the end of February. The steering committee met four times throughout the planning process from February to August to provide input and 

assistance in regards to the study area, vision statement, and goals. The process also included the development and distribution of a community 

survey to collect public input from the study area. The thirty question survey was distributed to 140 households and local churches over the 

course of three months. The information and input collected from the community survey was then utilized by the Steering Committee and 

Planning Staff to develop goals and policies for the plan along with determining future land use classifications.  

 

In June, Planning staff provided an informational update to the Planning Board and Board of County Commissioners regarding the status of the 

plan. Following the first draft of the plan for review by the Steering Committee in July, another community outreach meeting was held in August 

to collect input and comments from the Currie community regarding the plan. Once these were received and corrections were made addressing 

ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘΦ Following the public comment period a final draft was submitted to 

the Planning Board for recommendation in SeptemberΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ /ǳǊǊƛŜ {Ƴŀƭƭ !ǊŜŀ tƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ 

submitted to the Pender County Board of Commissioners on October 15, 2012 for public hearing and was formally adopted by the Board.  
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Community Outreach 
 
The Currie Small Area Plan process included a variety of public participation opportunities including community outreach meetings, the creation 
of a steering committee, and a community survey. These opportunities were imperative in creating a successful plan for the Currie community.   
 
Community Outreach Meetings 
Over the course of eleven months, the County held two community outreach meetings at 
aƻƻǊŜΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ŀǘǘƭŜŦƛŜƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴǇǳǘ 
regarding the strengths, weaknesses, needs, and wants of the community. These meetings 
also provided opportunity for members of the study area to review the plan and provide 
feedback. A detailed summary of each individual community outreach meeting can be found 
in Appendix B.  
 
Steering Committee Meetings 
Another means to include public participation throughout the planning process was the 
creation of a steering committee. The Currie Small Area Plan Steering Committee consisted of 
ten members who played an active role in the Currie community. The committee played an 
instrumental role in determining the study area, developing a vision statement, and drafting 
goals and policies for the plan. Their input assisted staff in gathering a greater knowledge of 
Currie which was essential in creating a plan that was reflective of the community. Completed 
minutes from the four meetings held during the planning process can be found in Appendix B.  

Currie Small Area Plan Survey 
In addition to the community outreach meetings and formation of a Steering Committee, the 
County distributed a survey in order to encourage public participation. The survey included 
thirty questions and assessed ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜΣ 
housing, services, community pride, and future vision of Currie. In total, thirty-nine surveys 
were completed by the community. Provided below is a summary of survey responses. The 
entire survey and responses can be found in Appendix B. 
 
Based on the results of the survey, the majority of respondents have been residents of Currie for one to ten years. The majority of households 
consist of two members and do not include any school aged children. In addition, the majority of respondents noted their desire to live within 
the community due to its rural setting. Overall, the participants highlighted their satisfaction with Currie as a place to live. However, based on 
information provided throughout the survey, residents from the study area recognize the importance and need for improving Currie in the 
future.  
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The majority of respondents stated their dissatisfaction with the lack of existing businesses in the area and noted that future commercial 
development would improve the Currie community. Businesses and land uses that participants wished to see within the vicinity of the study area 
included general retail, a pharmacy, a hardware store, and a restaurant. Overwhelming support was noted for locating a grocery store within or 
immediately adjacent to the study area. Participants also stated their lack of support for other businesses or land uses including bars, taverns, or 
heavy industry. Participants noted the need to increase businesses in the study area in order to provide more services to the community and 
create more job opportunities for the community. The majority of participants responded that they drive 11 to 25 miles outside of the study 
area for jobs, goods, and services. Many participants discussed the need for goods and services to be located closer to the community along the 
US Highway 421 corridor.  
 
Information from the community survey showed that 100% of all participants own their home and do not rent.  The majority of participants 
responded that they are satisfied with the affordability of housing in the study area. The survey showed that respondents viewed the quality and 
availability of affordable housing as adequate. In addition, participants cited the quality and availability of affordable rental housing as 
inadequate or fair. The majority of respondents stated their support for stick built and affordable housing in the study area.  
 
Respondents cited satisfaction with existing water and sewer quality and systems in the study area, but noted their interest in county water and 
a community sewer system. Residents within the study area stated satisfaction with current services in the study area including fire, sheriff, and 
emergency management. However, based on comments, participants noted the need to enhance these services in the community. Many 
participants expressed concern and the need for establishing a volunteer fire department annex in order to improve safety to residents and 
decrease the cost of Homeowners Insurance. Additionally, responses noted the need to establish a library annex and community center. 
Participants also stated the need to improve current internet access in the study area to a more reliable, modern service for the community.  
 
The need for recreational facilities including bike and pedestrian trails, parks, and a community center were noted numerous times by 
respondents. Results showed that the majority of participants were dissatisfied with the availability of parks, open space, bike and pedestrian 
trails, and recreational programs. Respondents noted that the development of accessible parks and recreational facilities including biking, 
walking, hiking, and horse trails, basketball and tennis courts, baseball and soccer fields, and water access would be very beneficial to the 
community. Participants also noted the need for establishing a recreation or community center in the area. Many residents stated the need for 
the county to focus its resources on recreational facilities within the study area. 
 
Participants noted concern regarding traffic safety in the study area. Many respondents stated the need for improving traffic safety along 
Blueberry Road and the intersection of Bell Williams Road and NC Highway 210.  
 
Finally, respondents recognized that there is a strong sense of community pride and were satisfied with the level of community involvement 
throughout Currie. Participants cited many reasons that make the community a great place including its rural landscape, quiet country living, and 
friendly neighbors. Overall, the survey responses illustrated a strong sense of pride that residents have for their community.  
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Existing Conditions 
 

Land Use 
 
The existing land use pattern in the Currie study area includes low 
density residential and commercial uses within a rural landscape. 
The land use map shows the study area is comprised of 
approximately 2,028 acres, including dedicated land in the right of 
ways and water ways.  Agricultural uses account for the vast 
majority of the land in the study area totaling 700.97 acres.  
Residential land uses, limited to single family traditional (stick 
built) and manufactured homes, total 532.11 acres. Commercial 
uses including two convenience stores and an auto service 
business total 5.10 acres. Finally, civic and institutional uses, which 
include the US Federal Post Office, community churches, and 
Moores Creek National Battlefield, total 100.10 acres.  
 
A large portion of the study area is comprised of vacant parcels 
totaling 1,144 acres, compared to developed parcels which total 
840.29 acres. Current zoning in the study area includes mostly 
Rural Agricultural and Residential Performance, along with a few 
parcels zoned General Business, Environmental Conservation, and 
Office and Institutional. The zoning makeup of the study area is intended 
to accommodate very low density residential and commercial uses.  
 
The center core of the Currie study area is where a large portion of the 
residential and commercial uses are located. Immediately outside of this 
core, pockets of residential uses, agricultural uses, and the Moores 
Creek National Battlefield can be found. The remaining outer perimeter 
of the study area is comprised of low density residential and agricultural land uses.  
 
Environmental land features that can be found in the area include Moores Creek, which meanders its way through the northwestern portion of 
the study area and feeds into the Black River, located approximately two miles from the study area. The entire study area is within the Moores 
Creek Sub Watershed, which is part of the Black River Watershed. These systems flow into the Cape Fear River Basin. 

Land Use Acres Percent 
Agricultural 700.97 52.73 

Residential 532.11 39.35 

Civic/Institutional 100.10 7.53 

Commercial 5.10 .38 

 


































































































